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manufacture, in which it has held pre-
eminence since the i4th century. In the Nor-
man castle Mary Queen of Scots passed most
of her captivity between 1570 and 1584. The
castle was taken by the Parliament (1644),
and afterwards dismantled; p, 511,742.

Sheffield, Joseph Earle (1793-1882),
American merchant and philanthropist, was
born in Southport, Conn. He lived in New
Haven, Conn., after 1835, engaged in railway
financiering, and was largely instrumental in
securing a charter for the New York, New
Haven, and Hartford Railroad. He was an
early advocate of popular scientific education,
and in 1860 brought about the reorganization
of the Yale scientific department, which was
named the Sheffield Scientific School in honor
of his personal and financial aid. To it he
gave more than $450,000 during life and
$500,000 by will.

Sheffield Scientific School. See Yale
University.

Sheik (Arab, shaikh, 'an old man'), a title
of respect among Mohammedans, applied to
an elder, chief, or head of an Arab tribe.

Sheil, Richard Lalor (1791-1851), Irish
dramatist and political leader. In 1822 he
contributed 'Sketches of the Irish bar,' in
which he collaborated with Curran, to the
New Monthly Magazine, republished in the
United States by R. S. Mackenzie (1854).
He joined the Catholic Association, and took
a large part in the agitation which resulted
in Catholic emancipation (1829). Subse-
auently he entered Parliament, and in Mel-
bourne's administration he was the first Ro-
man Catholic to be created a Privy Coun-
cillor.

Shekel, an ancient Jewish monetary unit,
60 of which were equal to one mina, and 60
minas to one talent. Until the exile the
Hebrews did not use coins. They weighed
the gold or silver which was their medium of

coined. These bear in old Hebrew charac-
ters the legends 'Jerusalem the Holy' and
'Shekel of Israel,' and as emblems a chalice or
a flowering lily.

Shelby, Isaac (1750-1826), American sol-
dier and pioneer, was born in North Moun-
tain, Md. In July, 1776, at the battle of Long
Island Flats, by coolness and skill he saved
the frontier forces from annihilation. When
Kentucky was admitted to the Union he was
elected its first governor, but refused a re-
election. Upon the outbreak of the War of
1812, however, he once more accepted the
office; and in 1813 led a body of volunteers
northward to assist General Harrison.

Sheldon, Edward Brewster (1886-
), American dramatist, wrote Salvation
Nell while studying at Harvard. He also
wrote The Nigger (1909).

Sheldon, Charles Monroe (1857- ),
American clergyman and author, was born
in Wellsville, N. Y. He became pastor of the
Central Congregational Church at Topeka,
Kan., in 1889. Mr. Sheldon advocated a
closer and more practical adherence to the
example and teachings of Jesus in everyday
life than he deemed prevalent among Chris-
tians, and some of his books, such as In His
Steps (1896), of which 24 translations have
been made and 23,000,000 copies sold, called
forth wide discussion. In 1900 he received
permission to conduct a Topeka daily paper
for a week according to his ideas of what a
Christian daily should be. From 1920-25 he
was editor-in-chief of the Christian Herald,
New York.

Shekel, time of Judas Macca-
bcsus.

exchange. The shekel was then a standard
of weight j but the weights were of stone,
kept in a bag. During the revolt of 66-70
A.D., shekels and half shekels of silver were

Sheldrake

Sheldrake, or S held-drake (Tadorna
cornuta), also called bargander and burrow-
duck, a handsome member of the duck fam-
ily, which is resident throughout the year in
Canada, and is abundant in the east of Scot-
land. It is usually a coast bird, haunting
sandy regions where it frequently nests in
the burrow of the rabbit; hence one of its
popular names. It is boldly marked in black
and white on the body, the head and neck are